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ROE HIGHWAY AND PERTH TO MANDURAH RAIL LINE 
Statement by Member for Roleystone 

MR WHITELY (Roleystone) [12.54 pm]:  Had the Court Government been returned in 2001, there would have 
been two major transport headaches for the residents of Beckenham and Kenwick.  Firstly, the Court 
Government’s track record indicates that it had no commitment to construct Roe Highway stages 4 and 5.  
Secondly, the Court Government intended, and the Opposition still prefers, that the Perth to Mandurah rail line 
be routed through Kenwick.  This demonstrates the Opposition’s failure to understand the simple geometric 
truth, that the shortest distance between two points is a straight line.  More importantly, for the people of 
Beckenham and Kenwick, the Opposition’s preferred plan for road-rail grade separations between Perth and 
Kenwick are hopelessly inadequate.  Specifically, the Opposition’s favoured Kenwick route plan, the southern 
metropolitan railway master plan, made no provision for a road-rail flyover at William Street, Beckenham.  
Currently the rail line has 17 train movements an hour.  The Opposition’s proposal for the Kenwick route would 
result in up to 41 train movements an hour.  William Street, Beckenham, would have remained the de facto Roe 
Highway.  The 27 695 daily car and truck movements would have been at a snail’s pace as the William Street 
rail crossing boom gates would have been down for 26 minutes every peak hour. 

The Opposition’s plan proposed the closure of the Crawford Street level crossing.  This would further increase 
traffic volumes at William Street.  The nearest road flyover would have been at Gerard Street, which is 
approximately 1.2 kilometres west of William Street.  Therefore, Beckenham residents either would have had to 
be lucky enough to miss the 41 trains that would cross William Street at peak hours, or would have had to drive 
an extra 2.4 kilometres simply to cross the railway line. 

The residents of Beckenham and Kenwick are very happy that Roe Highway stages 4 and 5 will at last be built, 
and that the sensible, direct rail route to Mandurah has been chosen. 
 


